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In a ceremony held on Aug. 12, President Ramiro de Leon Carpio administered the oath of office
to 22 new departmental governors. The new officials will replace all the governors who had
been appointed by former president Jorge Serrano, deposed in the wake of a failed May 25 coup
d'etat. During the ceremony, De Leon emphasized that the new appointments are part of his
administration's effort to eliminate corruption in the state apparatus and to decentralize the affairs
of the central government. Notwithstanding the President's declarations, others had a different
interpretation. One of the governors removed from office, Ernesto Ramos, from the department
of Sacatepequez, declared that: "Whenever a new head of state comes along, they bring out the
`broom', sweeping people aside without any concern for their job performance, whether or not
they've been honest or efficient. All of us former governors are being thrown in the same bag as
corrupt officials, when in fact our only sin was having supported Serrano, who the majority of
Guatemalans voted for in the elections." Also on Aug. 12, De Leon announced that he plans to
replace the Guatemalan ambassadors in Costa Rica and Panama with individuals who will "respond
to the interests of the President." He added that the changes are part of government efforts to speed
the process of extraditing Serrano, currently in Panama, and former vice president Gustavo Espina,
currently in Costa Rica. (Source: Inter Press Service, 08/12/93)
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